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T
he Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Banga­
lore, has announced

several new two-paper com­
binations in addition to the
already existing ones for the
aspirants who will appear
for Graduate Aptitude Test
in Engineering (GATE) in
2024. The combinations are
a set of primary and secon­
dary papers. Primary paper
is related to the stream that

B the student has pursued at
graduation and the s econda -
ry paper consists of the sub­
ject that is meant to give ad­
ditional valuable knowledge
related to the Engineering
stream that a student pursu­
ed during UG. The seconda­
ry paper is relatable to the
primary paper and comple­
ments it very closely. Such
new combinations have be­

ts en introduced'by IISc for se­
veral streams of Enginee­
ring such as Electrical Engi­
neering, Electronics and
Communication Enginee­
ring, Mechanical Enginee-

B ring and many other Engine­
ering streams.

For instance, for the Elec­
trical Engineering stream,
the primary paper is Electri­

cal Engineering and stu­
dents can choose from anyo­
ne of the following seconda­
ry papers that are Data Sci­
ence, Al, Physics,
Electronics and Communi­

Computer Science, Data Sci­
ence, Al, Electrical Enginee­
ring, Physics and Aerospa­
ce. In all, a total number of 28
new two-paper combina­
tions have been introduced 

promotes multidisciplinari-
ty in education.

Speaking to Education
Times, Chandra Sekhar See-
lamantula, organising cha­
irperson, GATE 2024, says,

Job prospects will
rise as candidates
will be exposed to
diverse subjects

“More two-paper combina­
tions have been introduced
to provide academic flexibi­
lity to the candidates appea­
ring for GATE next year, The
new combinations are intro­
duced in such a way that it
will allow the students to
change the course of their
career path from graduation
to postgraduation. For in­
stance , the students who ha­
ve pursued Mechanical Eng­
ineering in their graduation
and subsequently aspire to
pursue Robotics at the post­
graduate level, should also
have a fair degree of know­
ledge related to Data Scien­
ce and Al. The primary pa­
per or the first paper is focus­
sed on the stream in which
the candidates have pursu­

ed their graduation and se­
cond or secondary paper wo­
uld provide additional
knowledge to the students."

An increased variety of
two-paper combinations
can significantly bolster the
foundational knowledge re­
quired for specialisation in a
chosen Engineering branch.
This is particularly advanta­
geous when the secondary
paper closely complements
the primary paper that will
align with the candidate’s
undergraduate training, he
adds." By qualifying the pri­
mary and secondary papers,
even the employability pro­
spects of candidates will
significantly increase as
they will be exposed to a di­
verse set of subjects,” adds
Seelamantula.

cation Engineering and In­
strumentation Engineering.
Likewise, the primary pa­
pers for Electronics and
Communication Enginee­
ring and Mechanical Engi­
neering are these streams
themselves, and the option
for secondary papers are;

for the exam
to be held in
February
next year
These com­
binations are
in sync with
the NEP
2020 that 
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